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Studies on transit migration in Africa and beyond reveal a Eurocentric bias, focusing on transit countries
located on the fringes of Europe. Furthermore, there is a significant research gap on female transit migrants,
and transit points at respective countries of origin. The proposed ethnographic research questions these
dominant discourses and seeks to fill the knowledge gap by focusing on the case of Ethiopian female
migrants by studying a transit country, Djibouti, located outside of the fringes of Europe, and two transit
towns in Ethiopia. According to the preliminary information gathered through interviews and observation
in Djibouti, there are thousands of Ethiopian female transit migrants in Djibouti city that work in a strongly
gendered labour market. Based on an ethnographic research, the proposed study documents and examines
the biographies and profiles of the migrants, their perceptions about migration, factors that informed their
decisions to migrate, their everyday lives in transit, their pathways of incorporation, the challenges they
face and the different strategies they adopt to overcome them, factors that impact the migrants' decisions to
stay in the transit country, move further, return home and/or to choose their final destinations. The study will
contribute to the on-going academic discussion on transit migration and feminisation of migration by adding
the perspective of female transit migrants. In so doing, the study seeks to fill the gender and regional gaps
in studies on transit migration. Furthermore, the proposed study contributes to the formulation of effective,
sustainable and rights-based policy responses to migration in general and transit migration in particular.
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Open Access-Publikationen

Too many winds to consider; which way and when to sail! Ethiopian female transit migrants in
Djibouti and the dynamics of their decision- making
Sisters on the move: Ethiopia s gendered labor migration milieu .
Close and Yet Far; Lived Experiences of Ethiopian Maids in Djibouti

Es werden die Institutionen genannt, an denen das Vorhaben durchgeführt wurde, und nicht die aktuelle Adresse.
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