
Radical Utopian Communities: Global Histories from the Margins, 1900-1950

Initiative: Freigeist-Fellowships

Bewilligung:  01.07.2019

Laufzeit:  5 Jahre

Projekt-Website:  https://www.radicalutopia.geschichte.uni-muenchen.de/index.html

The project analyzes radical utopian communities in the first half of the twentieth century. It investigates
communes in various places of the non-Western world, connecting South Africa, Japan, and Jamaica
with Palestine and Manchuria. All chosen case studies differed in terms of political positions and religious
orientations. Yet all of them developed surprisingly similar strategies to cope with the challenges of the
modern world. They were both retreat and hub for activists, reformers, and revolutionaries, facilitating the
meeting of people and sharing of ideas and experiences worldwide. Radical Utopian Communities is a global
history that unearths marginalized histories of communal projects with new archival evidence and innovative
historical narration. The communities are showcases for the high degree of mobility and connection in the
early twentieth century. Simultaneously, the project critically engages with the image of borderless mobility
and ideals of communal harmony. Nevertheless, analyzing people and communities who too often fall
through the cracks of mainstream historiography provide unexpected angles to look at the modern world
and its make-up from the margins. They open up horizons of possibilities - and they allow insights into actual
accomplished alternative forms of community and subjectivity.

Projektbeteiligte

Dr. Robert Kramm
Universität München
Historisches Seminar
Fakultät für Geschichts- und Kunstwissenschaften
Munich Centre for Global History
München

Open Access-Publikationen

Trans-Imperial Anarchism: Cooperatist Communalist Theory and Practice in Imperial Japan
Radical Utopian Living Together

1

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-asian-studies/article/transimperial-anarchism-cooperatist-communalist-theory-and-practice-in-imperial-japan/498CC28D041F9D5A90200A91F6822BB7
https://replito.de/archive/archiveDetails?Id=72
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