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The Project aims to investigate how the vision of Europe has changed across different generations of
citizens and what role European citizenship and ancestry plays in the constitution of a fair and future-oriented
Europe. Since the Maastricht Treaty, there has been a vivid debate whether European citizen-ship could be
seen as the first step of a post national European identity or whether it is bound to remain a derivative status
confined to second-order attachment. While the European Union has expanded towards Central and Eastern
Europe, the member states have maintained their own approach to nationhood, resulting in different legal
pathways to citizenship across Europe. The attached meanings to citizenships and therefore, the use that is
made of them, can be expected to vary across different generations within Europe. The project will employ a
mixed-method and multi-level study design to conduct a cross-country comparative study across three work
packages: (1) analysing laws and parliamentary debates, (2) biographical interviews and story maps and (3)
stakeholder interviews and observations.
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