
Junior Fellowship für Dr. Thomas John Biginagwa: An Archaeological Investigation
of the Consequences of the Nineteenth-Century Caravan Trade on Human
Environment and Subsistence Strategies in Southern Tanzania

Initiative: Wissen für morgen – Kooperative Forschungsvorhaben im subsaharischen Afrika (beendet)

Ausschreibung: Postdoctoral Fellowships in the Humanities in Africa

Bewilligung:  05.06.2013

Laufzeit:  3 Jahre

The project seeks to understand how contemporary landscapes in southern Tanzania were shaped by
changing human-environment interactions before, during and after the incorporation of the region into the
North Atlantic trade system after ca. AD 1500. The main objective is to explore the consequences of the
expansion of the nineteenth-century caravan trade on subsistence strategies and land use practices of local
communities lying along the main caravan trade route in southern Tanzania, as it is the expansion of this
trade that has often been regarded as the primary trigger for major social, economic and environmental
changes across the region. More specifically, the study aims to explore two research questions: 1) What
subsistence and land use strategies prevailed in the late-eighteenth century prior to the expansion of ivory
and slave trade? 2) Were these elements transformed following the expansion of this trade, and if so what
were the material and environmental consequences of these changes? By providing new data concerning
the southern trade routes (which are under- studied compared to the central or northern routes), the project
will facilitate regional comparisons and assessments of whether the impacts of the different caravan trade
networks varied geographically. Overall, the results of this study will inform cultural resources and landscape
management strategies and conservation policy in the region and more generically.
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