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In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched the Belt and Road Initiative. With a projected 900 billion US
dollars commitment from Chinese financial institutions, mostly directed towards infrastructure projects, the
initiative promises to reshape development trajectories and the environment in ways that are yet unclear.
Environing Infrastructure focuses on the environmental components of Chinese large-scale infrastructure
development in Southeast Asia. The region, a major target for Chinese investments, is on the brink of
numerous ecological crises. There is rising awareness across Southeast Asia of the potentially devastating
environmental impact of Chinese infrastructure projects. On the other hand, China is a crucial economic
partner and a model of development. Furthermore, in 2017 Beijing began promoting what it calls a "green"
Belt and Road, claiming that sustainable development will be the centerpiece of its most ambitious initiative.
Environing Infrastructure studies these dynamics by engaging with local communities and Chinese planners
through long-term ethnographic research in three foundational Belt and Road projects in Myanmar, Thailand
and Laos. Rooted in Social and Cultural Anthropology, it explores the nexus of infrastructure development,
local ecologies, and China's "green" framing of its global ambitions.
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From guest traders to live streamers: Hospitality and technology in Yunnan s gemstone market
Imagined Borderlands: Terrain, Technology and Trade in the making and managing of the China-
Myanmar border
Surplus precaritization: Supply chain capitalism and the geoeconomics of hope in Myanmar's
borderlands
Between the village and the city: the in-betweenness of rural young people in East Indonesia
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https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/social-analysis/66/1/sa660103.xml
https://www.academia.edu/74442261/Imagined_borderlands_Terrain_technology_and_trade_in_the_making_and_managing_of_the_China_Myanmar_border
https://www.academia.edu/74442261/Imagined_borderlands_Terrain_technology_and_trade_in_the_making_and_managing_of_the_China_Myanmar_border
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629821002213
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629821002213
https://www.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/journals/id/65/volume/ahead-of-print/issue/0/article/67621
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