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Epidemiological study results are usually highly scattered and metaanalyses are often performed to
determine a pooled estimator. It remains open why study results vary so strongly: Is it mainly because the
data sets are different, which may be due to different populations, but also due to different measurement
methods and errors in data collection, or is it because the data are analyzed differently? In this project, one
potential source of scattering of results - the diversity of data - will be systematically eliminated. Several
epidemiologists and biometricians will be given two sharply defined research questions and identical data
sets. They will be asked to work independently on these research questions, and finally their results and
methods of analysis will be compared.
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